82    ENGLAND: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

Greco in painting, Lope de Vega, Cervantes, and Calderon in
literature, carried Spanish culture to its highest expression.

We cannot measure the brilliance or the limitations 01
England's achievement unless we understand the greatness of
her enemies. Spain was the fire in which the English steel was
tempered. Our struggle with her, lasting almost half a century,
has left decisive marks on our character, our institutions, and
our place in the councils of Europe.

The long war of the privateers was the beginning alike of the
English supremacy in seamanship and of the national tradition
in strategy. It was a war of brilliant individual adventurers,
hampered by persistent governmental inaction. God made
England an island, Queen Elizabeth made the English insular.
England under Elizabeth was the enfant terrible of Europe, a role
to grow later into that of perfide Albion. We plundered and
blundered, we raided and traded in slaves, we sailed round the
world. We opened up -trade with Russia and sent unsuccessful
colonists to Newfoundland. But, at the end of the sixteenth
century, Spain had consolidated her possessions in the new
world into a powerful empire which lasted down into the,
nineteenth century,-and the Dutch had most of the world's
carrying trade. We had emerged on the stage of history in the
role now habitually ours, that of the one incalculable factor
whose intervention is always unexpected and may be decisive
for any nation except our own.

There was no logic in this warfare of slavers and pirates
carried on in the name of liberty and the reformed religion.
But there was also no meanness and no littleness of spirit.
Simultaneously there comes into English literature, born of
these ardent and illogical adventures, the language of patriotism
and the language of disillusion;

Harry the King, Bedford and Exeter,

Warwick and Talbot, Shrewsbury and Gloucester,

ever in flowing cups freshly remembered . . .

but yet;

a tale

told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
sjgmiying aothiag.